REPORT 

OF  THE 

WARWICKSHIRE   CONFERENCE, 

HELD    IN   THE 

LATTER  DAY  SAINTS'  HALL, 
GUY    STREET,    LEAMINGTON    SPA, 

SUNDAY,  SEPTEMBER  1,  1850. 


The  Conference  assembled  at  Eleven  a.m..     Was  opened  by  singing  1st  hymn,  and  prayer 
by  ELDER  JACOB  GATES. 
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After  the  Presidents  of  branches  had  got  through  giving  in  their  reports, 
President  Alfred  Cordon  arose  and  said  ;  I  feel  happy  in  meeting  with  the 
Saints  in  Conference,  to  day.  I  thank  my  Heavenly  Father  for  His  many 
mercies  unto  us  as  a  people,  and  I  trust  that  we  shall  have  a  good  time  together 
this  day.  I  feel  gratified  to  hear  that  the  prospects  are  so  good  in  the  various 
branches  for  the  future  prosperity  of  the  work  of  God  in  this  Conference.  I 
will  now  call  upon  Elder  Le  Baron,  to  give  us  a  short  history  of  his  travels 
this  quarter.     And  after  him,  tbe  travelling  Elders  of  this  Conference. 

Elder  Le  Baron  arose  and  said ;  I  was  appointed  at  last  Conference  to  take 
charge  of  the  Oxfordsbire  portion  of  the  Conference.  I  went  and  laboured 
for  some  little  time  in  that  region.  The  people  at  first  appeared  to  be  willing 
to  hear,  but  I  soon  found  that  they  had  but  little  desire  to  obey  the  gospel. 
I  have  preached  a  good  many  times  in  Banbury,  Horley,  and  the  Villages 
around,  but  have  only  succeeded  in  baptizing  five  persons  this  quarter.  My 
health  has  been  so  poor  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  travel  as  much  as  I 
should  have  liked  to,  but  1  trust  I  shall  be  able  to  do  more  next  quarter. 

Elder  William  Jeffs  was  then  called  upon  for  a  report  of  his  travels  and 
labours.  He  said  ;  I  was  appointed  at  last  conference  to  labour  in  the  region 
around  Benson  and  Abbingdon  :  I  have  done  so  since  that  time  until  the 
present.  I  have  preached  in  Aston,  Dorchester,  Abbingdon,  and  several 
other  towns  and  villages.  I  have  had  good  meetings  as  far  as  numbers 
were  concerned  ;  but  the  peoples'  minds  have  been  greatly  prejudiced  against 
the  truth,  by  the  errors  of  some  who  have  bourn  the  name  of  Saints,  and 
who  have  not  conducted  themselves  properly.  I  have  been  enabled  greatly 
to  lessen  the  prejudice  that  was  in  the  minds  of  the  people.  I  have  baptized 
only  four  persons  this  quarter. 

Elder  George  Edwards  said  ;  I  was  appointed  last  conference  to  labour  in 
the  Oxfordshire  portion  of  the  conference  under  the  counsel  and  direction  of 
Pilder  Le  Baron  :  we  travelled  together  sometime  ;  Br.  Le  Baron  then  left 
me  to  myself,  and  told  me  to  go  on  and  I  should  be  greatly  blessed,  while  he 
went  to  London  to  see  if  he  could  not  recover  his  health.  I  have  preached 
in  North  Newington,  Bloxham,  Adderbury,  Coton  and  Hanwell,  with  par- 
tial success.  I  have  baptized  two  persons  this  quarter.  The  prospects  are 
good  for  a  greater  work  being  done  in  those  regions  next  quarter. 

Elder  John  Jaques  said  ;  I  have  only  been  out  preaching  for  the  last  six  or 
seven  weeks,  and  am  but  just  begining  to  find  out  what  I  can  do.  I  have  only 
baptized  two  persons  as  yet,  but  expect  to  baptize  many  before  I  have  done. 

Elder  William  Huband  arose  and  said  ;  I  have  laboured  for  the  last  five  or 
six  months  in  the  country  around  Warmington,  have  preached  in  a  great 
many  towns  and  villages,  and  have  been  well  received  by  the  people.  I  have 
baptized  nineteen  persons,  and  hope  soon  to  baptize  many  more.  The  saints 
under  my  charge  are  doing  well,  and  growing  in  grace  and  in  the  knowledge 
of  the  truth. 

President  Cordon  arose  and  said  ;  I  want  the  Elders  to  endeavour  to  brin^ 
themselves  into  closer  relationship  with  the  people  in  the  midst  of  whom  they 
labour,  than  they  have  hitherto  done.  It  has  been  a  common  practice  for  the 
Elders  to  make  a  home  in  some  branch  of  the  church,  or  at  the  house  of  some 
isolated  latter-day  Saint ;  then  travel  four  or  five  miles  to  some  town  in  the 
morning — preach  to  the  people  in  the  street,  and  then  trudge  over  the  four  or 
five  miles  to  their  resting  place  at  night.  I  was  once  walking  some  distance 
from  home  accompanied  by  my  little  boy ;  I  asked  him  if  he  knew  where  he 
was,  he  looked  up  into  my  face,  apparently  surprised  that  I  should  make  such 


an  enquiry  of  him,  and  answered  yes  father,  I  am  right  here.  I  want  the 
Elders  to  be  like  my  boy ;  and  if  any  person  should  ask  them  where  their 
home  is,  to  say  right  here,  and  if  you  please  sir,  to-day  or  to-night,  (as 
the  case  may  be)  at  your  house.  Let  the  Elders  do  this,  and  they  will  be 
always  at  home.  The  meeting  was  then  adjourned  until  half-past  two 
o'clock,  P.  M. 

In  the  afternoon  the  meeting  was  opened  with  singing  and  prayer. 

President  Corden  called  upon  Elder  Toone,  the  Clerk  of  the  conference, 
to  read  over  the  Report  of  the  Conference  Fund,  Emigration  Fund,  and  also 
the  Subscription  to  assist  him  in  his  return  to  his  family. 

Elder  Toone  arose,  and  began  by  reading  over  the  following  report  of  the 
Conference  Fund. 

Balance    on    hand   after   defraying   the    expenses   of    last 

quarter    £114     1J 

Amount  received  from  the  Branches  the  present  quarter, 

on  Conference  Fund  (see  Report,  1st  page)    6  17     0 

Amount  paid  by  the  Brandies  for  Elder  Cordon's  Family     8     9     7 

Amount  paid  for  Certificates  and  Licences 0     7   10 


Making  a  Total  of £17     S  6J 

The  Expenses  have  been  as  follows, — 

Amount  sent  to  Elder  Cordon's  family £10     0  0 

Amount  paid  Elder  Le  Baron's  expenses  from  Liverpool         10  0 
Amount  paid   for   Elder   Goodman's   Trowsers  that   were 

bought  last  quarter,  but  not  paid  for    0  12  6* 

Amount  paid  for  Clothing  bought  for  Elder  A.  Cordon. ...      4     8  0 

Amount  paid  towards  Clothing  for  the  Travelling  Elders  ..      7     3  10 

Amount  paid  for  Certificates  and  Licences 0  12  0 


£23  16     4 

Add  to  this  the  sum  of 1     2     6 

being  a  balance  due  on  £15  sent  to  Elder  Cordon's  Family, 
July,  1S49.    This  will  make  the  outlays  of  this  quarter 

amount  to £24>  18  10 

Take  from  this  sum  the  amount  of  the  receipts  for  the  quarter    17     8     6 

and  we  will  have  (as  a  balance  to  be  carried  to  the  debit  side  of  next 

quarter's  account)  the  sum  of 7   10     4 

It  will  be  seen  by  referring  to  the  Report  on  first  page,  that  the  Donations 

to  the  Emigration  Fund  amount  to     17     4     7 

It  will  also  be  seen  by  referring  to  Report  on  first  page  that  the  Donations 

for  Elder  Cordon  amount  to     45   15     5 

The  Collections  in  the  out  branches  for  Elder  Cordon  amount  to    0  15     O 

Showing  the  total  sum  donated  for  all  purposes  during  the  quarter,  to  be   . .        813     6 

It  was  then  moved  by  Elder  Kelsey,  and  seconded  by  Elder  Jeffs  that 
we  sustain  and  uphold  Brigham  Young,  Heber  C.  Kimball,  and  Willard 
Richards  as  the  first  presidency  of  the  church  in  all  the  world. — Voted  unani- 
mously. Also  that  we  uphold  and  support  the  quorum  of  the  Twelve 
Apostles  as  the  travelling  high  council  of  the  Church  in  all  the  world. — 
Unanimously  sustained. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  we  uphold  and  sustain  Elder  Orson  Pratt  as  the 
President  of  the  Church  in  the  British  Isles  ;  and  Elder  Franklin  D.  Richards 
as  his  counsellor. — Unanimous. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  we  approve  of  the  labours  of  Elder  John  Toone 
as  conference  clerk  ;  and  that  we  still  uphold  and  sustain  him  in  that  office. 
Unanimous. 
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Elder  John  Toone  then  arose  and  read  the  following  address  to  Elder  Cordon, 
(written  by  himself,)  which  was  unanimously  received  by  the  congregation  as 
expressive  of  the  feelings  of  the  Saints  of  the  Warwickshire  Conference,  over 
whom  he  has  so  long  and  ably  presided. 

Dear  Brother  Alfred  Cordon, 

President  O.  Pratt  hath  counselled  thee  to  leave  thy  present  situation,  and 
to  make  thy  journey  once  again  across  the  mighty  deep,  to  transact  business  appertaining 
to  the  Church  and  Kingdom  of  God.  We  acquiesce  and  quite  approve  the  blessed  appoint- 
ment, for  in  obedience  to  the  commands  of  God  you  will  be  blessed.  You  are  a  blessed 
man  in  being  a  messenger  of  truth  and  righteousness,  as  thousands  yet  will  testify  in  your 
behalf,  for  in  due  time  and  course  all  things  transpire  aright.  When  we  reflect  upon  the 
lonely  situation  in  which  you  found  us,  and  the  wonderful  things  that  have  transpired  ;  in 
this,  so  short  a  time  of  our  acquaintance,  we,  with  reluctance  say,  go  home  dear  Alfred,  to 
the  bosom  of  thy  family,  but  this  event  will  cause  the  breaking  forth  of  many  a  tear.  When 
we  reflect  and  take  a  retrospective  view  of  your  past  labours,  your  diligence  and  watch- 
fulness to  build  up  Zion,  by  aiding  her  with  converts  from  this  land  of  our  nativity,  we  will 
unite  to  bless  you  in  the  name  of  Israel's  God,  and  pray  for  you  a  speedy  journey  to  the 
happy  land  where  dwells  the  Zion  of  our  God,  amid  the  mountains  and  the  deep  ravines  of 
the  great  and  everlasting  hills.  And  when  you  get  into  the  bosom  of  the  Church  of  God,  do 
tell  the  Lion  of  the  Lord,  that  kindred  spirits  are  anxious,  yea,  all  on  tiptoe  waiting  for  the 
joyous  word  and  conformation  when  we  may  all  be  gathered,  and  be  united  in  corporeal 
bands  upon  the  mountains  or  in  the  plains,  as  seemeth  fit  to  him  who  rules  above,  beneath, 
around  ;  whose  power  is  all  omnipotent,  and  in  whom  the  Saints  of  Latter  Day  confide. 
Tell  our  brother  Brigham  when  you  see  him  how  we  want  the  gladsome  hour  to  come,  when 
all  the  Saints  of  God  shall  be  brought  home.  Then  we  doubt  not  that  he  again,  as  prophet 
of  the  Lord,  will  bow  the  knee  before  the  throne  of  him  who  is  almighty,  and  bear  us  up 
before  the  Lord  with  earnest  supplication,  that  the  time  may  soon  be  here  when  Ephraim's 
sons  shall  all  be  gathered  to  the  Lands  of  their  inheritcnce,  and  there  enjoy  the  blessings 
which  o!d  Jacob  placed  upon  the  head  of  Ephraim  when  Joseph  brought  his  sons  before  him 
to  be  blessed.  1  here  are  mar.y  things  we  want  to  know  as  Englishmen,  but  suffice  it  for  the 
present.  Dear  Alfred,  the  Saints  in  Warwickshire  will  feel  your  loss  at  present,  but  we 
despair  not,  for  we  know  in  whom  we  have  believed,  that  he  is  able  to  defend  his  own  what- 
ever power  opposes,  and  we  testify  to  all  around,  that  we  have  found  the  Church  and 
Kingdom  of  the  living  God.  And  without  doubt  we  certify,  for  our  eyes  have  seen,  our  ears 
have  heard,  and  our  hands  have  handled  of  the  woid  of  life. 

The  business  of  the  conference  having  been  got  through  with,  President 
Cordon  arose  and  said ;  I  thank  the  Saints  of  this  Conference  for  this  expression 
of  their  affection  and  esteem  ;  they  have  the  gratitude  of  my  heart,  for  they 
have  been  kind  to  me  and  mine :  with  one  exception,  they  have  always  diligent- 
ly hearkened  to  my  counsel,  I  will  now  name  it.  I  have  urged  upon  the  Saints 
for  the  last  six  months  the  importance  of  having  their  names  upon  record,  not 
only  in  the  branches  to  which  they  belong,  but  also  in  the  Conference  Re- 
cord. The  Conference  Record  should  contain  the  Records  of  all  the  branches. 
I  have  called  on  the  Presidents  of  Branches  again  and  again  for  a  report  of  the 
names,  ages,  and  birth  places  of  all  the  members  of  their  respective  branches, 
also,  where  and  by  whom  baptized,  and  when  and  where  confirmed  ;  but  more 
than  half  of  them  have  paid  no  attention  whatever  to  the  call.  I  feel  grieved  at 
this,  and  were  I  to  remain  another  quarter,  I  would  remove  every  one  of  those 
Presidents  from  their  offices  if  they  did  not  bestir  themselves  a  little  more  ;  and 
I  hope  my  successor  will  do  so  if  they  continue  to  cultivate  such  a  spirit  of  slack- 
ness. I  thank  you  my  brethren  and  sisters,  for  your  liberal  donations  to  assist  me 
to  return  to  the  bosom  of  my  family,  after  an  absence  of  neaily  two  years  and 
a  half.  May  the  God  of  heaven  bless  you  for  your  kindness,  and  in  due  time 
open  up  to  you  the  way  for  your  escape  from  Babylon,  is  my  prayer.    Amen. 

I  will  now  resign  my  office  as  President  of  this  Conference  into  the  hands 
of  Elder  Eli  B.  Kelsey.  Elder  Kelsey  is  a  man  of  wisdom  and  integrity, 
and  will  do  .you  good  if  you  will  hearken  to  his  counsel.     And  I  move  that  this 


Conference  receive  him  and  uphold  him  as  their  future  President.     Seconded 
and  unanimously  carried. 

President  Kelsey  then  arose  and  said;  I  thank  you  my  brethren  and 
sisters,  for  the  cordial  reception  I  have  met  with,  and  I  will  strive  to  do  you 
good,  as  far  as  it  lies  in  my  power.  I  am  well  pleased  with  the  manner  in 
which  the  proceedings  of  this  day  have  been  conducted.  I  feel  greatly  en- 
couraged in  seeing  the  good  order  that  prevails  wherever  I  have  been  in  this 
Conference,  for  it  speaks  well  for  the  faithfulness  of  my  brother,  your 
late  President.  I  heartily  congratulate  him  for  the  success  that  has  attended 
his  labours  in  this  country,  and  for  the  deep  hold  he  appears  to  have  upon 
the  affections  of  those  over  whom  he  has  presided.  He  has  been  honoured 
with  an  important  mission  upon  his  return  to  the  bosom  of  his  family  ;  may 
he  be  as  successful  in  performing  this  present  mission  as  he  has  been  in  per- 
forming that  which  he  received  to  this  land.  May  that  God  whom  he  serves 
with  such  diligence  give  His  angels  charge  concerning  him,  that  he  may  be 
able  to  cross  the  great  deep  in  safety,  and  then  wend  his  way  across  the  Con- 
tinent of  North  America  to  the  bosom  of  his  family,  and  to  the  home  of  the 
Saints,  without  anything  transpiring  to  mar  the  pleasure  of  his  return  to  the 
partner  of  his  joys  and  sorrows.  This  blessing  I  place  upon  him,  and  if  the 
Saints  sanction  it  let  them  make  it  manifest  by  a  loud  Amen.  The  Saints 
responded  as  with  the  voice  of  one  man. 

President  Kelsey  then  continued.  Elder  Cordon  has  a  great  journey  before 
him.  The  Saints  have  done  nobly  when  their  circumstances  are  taken  into 
consideration,  but  I  am  quite  certain  had  they  realised  the  greatness  of  the 
journey,  and  the  expense  attending  it,  they  would  have  done  more.  The  sum 
already  raised  is  not  sufficient ;  and  I  move  that  the  Collections  of  this  day 
be  appropriated  towards  swelling  the  fund  for  Elder  Cordon.  Unanimously 
agreed  to.  I  further  counsel  all  the  Presidents  of  Branches  present,  to  lay 
this  matter  before  the  Saints  in  their  respective  Branches,  when  they  go  home, 
and  on  next  Sabbath  do  as  we  have  done  here  to-day,  i.e.  take  up  a  collection 
to  swell  the  gift  to  Brother  Cordon.  I  have  a  few  words  of  counsel  and 
advice  for  the  Presidents  of  Branches,  the  Elders,  Priests,  Teachers,  Deacons, 
and  Members  ;  and  I  will  embrace  the  present  opportunity  as  a  favourable 
time  to  lay  them  before  you,  as  I  shall  not  see  so  many  of  you  together  for 
the  next  three  or  four  months. 

No  doubt  you  are  all  aware  how  impossible  it  would  be  for  a  general  of  an 
army  to  successfully  prosecute  a  campaign,  unless  the  officers  under  his  com- 
mand gave  implicit  obedience  to  his  orders,  especially  the  commanders  of 
divisions.  If,  when  the  army  should  be  brought  into  action,  a  division  was 
found  so  entirely  ignorant  of  the  tactics  of  war  as  to  be  unable  to  comprehend 
and  carry  out  the  orders  given  them  by  their  superior  officers;  or,  if  the 
inferior  officers  and  soldiers  of  that  division  were  so  entirely  ignorant  of  the 
rules  of  discipline  that  they  would  wilfully  reject,  and  disobey  the  orders  given 
them  in  the  hour  of  danger,  what  would  be  the  consequences  ?  Who  would 
be  so  much  to  blame  as  the  commander  of  that  division  ?  No  one.  All  good 
men  would  say— try  him  by  a  court  marshal,  break  him  of  his  office,  for  he 
is  no  longer  fit  to  command.  The  President  of  a  Conference  stands  some- 
what in  the  same  relation  to  the  Conference  over  which  he  presides  as  a  Gen- 
eral does  to  his  army.  The  Presidents  of  Branches  are  as  commanders 
of  divisions,  and  the  elders,  priests,  teachers  and  deacons  are  as  captains  of 
hundreds,  fifties,  twenties  and  tens.  In  the  same  manner  that  a  General  of  an 
army  would  hold  the  commanders  of  divisions  responsible  for  the  conduct  of 
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their  respective  commands,  so  will  I  hold  the  Presidents  of  Branches  respon- 
sible for  the  conduct  of  those  under  their  charge.  And  if  the  members  of  a 
Branch  are  disorderly  and  ignorant  of  their  duty,  I  shall  know  that  the  Presi- 
dent is  in  fault ;  or  if  the  plans  that  are  adopted  by  common  consent  for  the 
good  of  the  whole  are  not  strictly  carried  out  in  every  Branch,  I  shall  know 
that  the  Presidents  of  the  delinquent  Branches  have  been  remiss  in  their 
duties.  I  shall  call  them  to  account,  and  shall  administer  the  dose  necessary 
to  remove  the  disease  from  the  body  through  the  head,  that  the  body  may  not 
languish  and  die. 

I  congratulate  myself  with  the  hope  that  my  brethren  who  are  in  charge  of 
Branches  will  help  me  in  rolling  on  the  work  of  God  in  this  Conference  by 
their  counsel  and  advice, — by  their  faith,  prayers  and  works ;  if  they  will  do 
this  we  shall  be  enabled  to  do  a  great  work  the  coming  quarter. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  give  directions  for  the  government  of  the  Branches 
and  the  labours  of  the  Priesthood,  and  may  be  before  I  have  done,  I  shall 
chalk  out  some  work  for  the  members,  both  male  and  female,  both  old  and 
young.  In  the  first  place  I  wish  the  Presidents  of  Branches  to  divide  the 
cities,  towns,  villages,  or  country  (as  the  case  may  be)  over  which  they  preside 
into  districts  of  labour  for  the  Priesthood  ;  place  an  Elder,  two  Elders,  or  an 
Elder  and  Priest  (according  to  circumstances)  over  each  district,  with  directions 
to  open  one  or  more  pi*eaching  places,  where  they  shall  hold  meetings  more  or 
less  each  week  as  their  way  may  be  opened.  1  do  not  wish  it  to  be  understood 
that  the  elders  are  to  rent  halls,  or  hire  chapels  for  this  purpose  ;  but  for  them 
to  seek  to  become  acquainted  with  the  people  at  their  firesides,  and  induce  them 
to  open  their  houses  for  preaching ;  then  invite  the  neighbours  to  come  and 
hear  the  gospel.  Whilst  I  am  on  this  subject,  I  will  lay  down  some  rules  that 
will  do  the  Elders  good  if  they  will  follow  them.  I  am  well  informed  that  it 
has  heretofore  been  the  practice  of  many  elders  when  they  have  been  sent  out 
to  preach  the  gospel,  instead  of  doing  that  which  they  were  sent  to  do,  they 
began  a  war  against  classes.  They  would  probably  begin  their  discourse  with 
some  allusion  to  the  doctrine  of  faith,  repentance,  baptism  or  laying  on  of  the 
hands,  but  in  a  very  little  while  they  would  cast  a  slur  here,  and  a  sarcasm  there, 
and  as  they  warmed  with  their  subject,  their  ideas  would  expand  wonderfully, 
and  they  would  begin  to  hurl  the  invectives  of  straw-yard  savages,  pot-bellied 
tyrants,  vampires,  who  fattened  on  the  blood  of  their  victims,  and  rising  in 
their  imagination  with  the  glory  of  the  theme,  they  would  hurl  their  anathemas 
at  shop-keepers,  gentlemen,  lords  and  ladies,  dukes  and  duchesses,  and  finally 
end  with  a  slap  at  the  Queen.  Oh  folly.  To  hear  those  Elders  talk,  you  would 
think  they  were  great  martyrs,  but  as  you  enquired  a  little  more  into  the  case, 
you  would  learn  that  through  their  mad  zeal  they  had  provoked  the  people  so 
much  that  they  had  blessed  them  with  a  liberal  supply  of  rotten  eggs,  pebble 
stones,  &c,  &c.  And  if  you  could  have  listened  to  their  soliloquisms  as  they 
scampered  away  amid  a  shower  of  the  above-mentioned  missils,  no  doubt  you 
would  have  heard  "oh  dear  how  much  I  have  suffered  for  the  gospel's  sake,  oh 
how  great  will  be  my  reward  in  heaven."  Thanks  to  the  wise  counsels  of  Elder 
Cordon  these  things  are  much  less  common  now  than  formerly ;  but  as  a  caution 
to  all  those  who  are  still  inclined  to  be  pugnacious,  I  will  say,  beware.  It  has 
also,  heretofore,  been  frequently  the  case  with  some  Elders  that  when  they 
have  been  sent  out  to  preach  the  first  principles  of  the  gospel,  instead  of  obey- 
ing the  revelation,  which  says  they  shall  declare  nought  but  repentance  unto 
this  generation,  they  have,  under  the  influence  of  a  proud  and  self  sufficient 
spirit,  began  to  preach  about  the  wonderful  mysteries  that  have  no  real  existence 


in  the  heavens  above  nor  in  tlie  earth  beneath  save  in  their  own  heads ;  or  at 
least,  if  they  do  exist,  they  know  but  very  little  about  them.  Brethren,  1  do 
not  wish  to  be  misunderstood,  nor  thought  unnecessarily  harsh,  when  I  declare 
most  positively,  that  if  I  hear  of  any  Elder  who  may  be  sent  out  to  preach  the 
gospel  within  the  precincts  of  this  Conference,  acting  so  foolishly,  I  will  silence 
him,  if  he  does  not  speedily  repent ;  and  before  he  shall  again  be  trusted  in  the 
vinyard,  he  shall  practice  awhile  in  teaching  the  Saints  their  family  duties.  I 
believe  I  shall  be  sustained  in  this  by  every  man  who  loves  Zion,  and  longs  to 
see  her  borders  enlarged. 

I  cannot  convey  my  opinions  of  the  present  social  and  political  organization 
of  society  in  a  way  to  be  understood  better  than  to  compare  it  to  a  vast  pile  of 
fleeces  of  wool,  the  deeper  you  descend  into  the  pile,  the  greater  the  pressure, 
until  you  come  to  the  bottom,  when  you  will  find  that  the  bottom  fleece 
sustains  the  pressure  of  all  the  others.  How  foolish  it  is  then,  for  the  Elders 
to  vent  their  spleen  upon  the  farmers  and  tradespeople,  who  are  but  a  fleece 
or  two  from  the  bottom,  and  as  hopelessly  held  down  by  the  pressure  of  the 
accumulating  mass  overhead  as  their  more  unfortunate  neighbours  (the  labour- 
ing classes)  immediately  below  them. 

I  will  now  close  my  remarks  for  the  present,  as  the  time  allotted  for  our 
afternoon  meeting  has  expired. 

We  have  the  company  of  Elders  Lewis,  Robbins,  and  Jacob  Gates,  of  the 
Derby  and  Leicester  Conferences ;  and  I  feel  sure  that  the  Saints  are  anxious 
to  hear  them. 

The  meeting  was  closed  by  prayer  by  Elder  Gates, 

EVENING,    HALF-PAST    SIX    O'CLOCK. 

Meeting  was  opened  by  singing  the  39th  hymn,  and  prayer  by  Elder  Cor- 
don. The  President  then  arose  and  said,  I  will  now  continue  my  remarks 
relative  to  the  plan  I  wish  adopted  for  the  greater  spread  of  the  work  around 
the  various  branches.  Let  the  Elders  and  Priests  who  may  be  placed  in 
charge  of  any  district,  be  careful  to  stick  close  to  the  first  principles.  Let  them 
strictly  avoid  all  wrangling  and  contentious  spirits  ;  but  let  them  strive  to  so 
conduct  themselves  as  to  keep  the  light  and  fellowship  of  the  spirit  of  God, 
and  when  they  find  a  man  who  is  hungering  after  righteousnes,  or  in  whose 
bosom  they  can  raise  an  appetite  for  truth,  let  them  feed  him  with  the  bread 
of  life.  When  they  find  persons  who  are  thus  hungering  for  spiritual  food  let 
them  be  careful  that  they  act  as  wise  ministers  by  first  giving  them  the  milk 
of  the  word,  lest  they  should  destroy  their  digestive  powers  before  they  become 
sufficiently  strong  to  bear  stronger  food. 

I  feel  anxious  that  the  Saints  should  be  more  alive  to  the  necessity  of  supplv- 
ing  themselves  with  the  BOOK  of  MORMON,  DOCTRINE  and  COVE- 
NANTS, and  all  other  standard  works  of  the  Church  ;  and  then  perusing  them 
diligently  that  they  may  become  better  acquainted  with  the  laws  of  the  king- 
dom, and  of  their  duty  as  Saints  of  the  Most  High.  I  say  to  the  Elders,  Priests, 
Teachers  and  Deacons,  you  are  not  capable  of  magnifying  your  offices,  with- 
out a  knowledge  of  those  books.  How  can  you  teach  the  Saints  that  which 
you  do  not  know  yourselves  ?  How  can  you  give  counsel  to  those  under  your 
charge  relative  to  the  duties  that  devolve  upon  them,  when  you  are  ignorant  of 
your  own  duty?  You  cannot  do  it  in  a  manner  acceptable  to  God,  unless 
you  have  a  knowledge  of  His  laws,  and  being  ignorant  of  the  contents  of  those 
books,  you  can  know  but  little  of  God's  laws  for  the  government  of  the  Church 
in  the  last  days.  I  will  now  show  you  how  the  poorest  Saints  may  obtain  what 
books  they  need.      1st  Let  all  who   want  one  or  more  books,  join  themselves 
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into  a  CLUB  for  the  purchase  of  them.  2dly.  If  they  want  a  book  of  Mor- 
mon, let  them  pay  3d.  per  week, — if  a  book  of  Doctrine  and  Covenants,  let 
them  pay  2|d.  per  week, — if  a  Hymn  Book,  l|d.  per  week,  &c.  &c.  and  so 
on  in  proportion  for  all  the  books  they  wish  to  subscribe  for.  3rdly.  Let  them 
put  as  many  strips  of  paper  into  a  box  as  there  are  members  in  the  club,  mark- 
ed 1  2  3  and  so  on,  let  them  draw  to  see  who  shall  have  1  2  3  or  4  th  choice, 
and  so  on,  until  all  have  drawn.  If  there  are  twelve  persons  in  a  club,  they 
can  buy  one  or  more  books  each  week,  which  can  immediately  be  given  to 
those  who  have  drawn  12  3  4,  and  so  on,  until  all  are  supplied  with  books. 
I  wish  every  President  of  a,  Branch  to  establish  Book  Clubs  in  his  Branch  as 
soon  as  he  returns  home,  and  teach  the  Saints  under  his  charge  their  duty  and 
their  priviledge. 

I  will  now  suggest  a  plan  whereby  we  may  be  enabled  to  bring  the  principles 
of  the  gospel  before  the  people  more  extensively  than  can  done  be  in  any  other  way 
that  is  within  our  power  ;  i.  e.  when  an  Elder  and  Priest  are  sent  into  a  district  to 
labour,  let  them  be  supplied  with  a  goodly  number  of  pamphlets  which  treat 
upon  the  first  principles  of  the  gospel,  to  be  distributed  by  loan  to  all  who  will 
read  them.  If  the  field  is  more  extensive,  and  the  demand  for  pamphlets 
greater  than  the  Elder  and  Priest  can  supply,  let  some  of  the  members  be  sent 
to  assist  them  in  the  distribution  of  the  printed  word.  This  will  give  the 
servants  of  God  access  to  the  people,  with  whom  they  will  be  more  im- 
mediately brought  in  contact  than  they  could  be  in  any  other  way.  By  this 
means  I  am  satisfied  that  one  man  will  be  enabled  to  do  more  towards  the 
spread  of  the  gospel  than  five  men  could  do  who  were  destitute  of  those  wise 
and  consistent  silent  preachers.  The  members  also,  both  male  and  female,  can 
act  as  tract  distributers,  and  thus  do  a  great  work  in  warning  their  neighbours. 
My  counsel  to  all  the  Presidents  of  Branches  is,  to  lay  this  plan  before  the 
Saints  in  their  respective  Branches  immediately  upon  their  return  home,  that 
there  may  be  a  concert  of  action  throughout  the  whole  Conference,  in  the  more 
extensive  circulation  of  the  printed  word,  to  facilitate  which,  the  branches  shall 
have  the  tracts  at  the  wholesale  price  per  hundred. 

I  will  now  give  some  counsel  relative  to  the  labours  of  the  Priests,  Teachers, 
and  Deacons,  that  all  may  be  properly  instructed  in  the  duties  of  their  several 
offices. 

"The  Priests  duty  is  to  preach,  teach,  expound,  exhort,  and  baptize,  and 
administer  the  sacrament ;  and  visit  the  house  of  each  member,  and  exhort 
them  to  pray  vocally  and  in  secret,  and  attend  to  all  family  duties."  See  Doc- 
trine and  Covenants,  page  7  1,  part  10.  This  should  be  done  as  often  as  possible, 
once  in  each  month  at  least.  "The  Teachers  duty  is  to  watch  over  the  church 
always,  and  be  with,  and  strengthen  them,  and  see  that  there  is  no  iniquity  in 
the  church — neither  hardness  with  each  other — neither  lying,  backbiting,  nor 
evil  speaking;  and  see  that  the  church  meet  together  often,  and  also  see  that  all 
the  members  do  their  duty  ;  and  he  is  to  take  the  lead  of  meetings  in  the  ab- 
sence of  the  Elder  or  Priest ;  and  is  to  be  assisted  always,  in  all  his  duties  in 
the  church,  by  the  Deacons  if  occasion  requires."  See  Book  of  Doctrines  and 
Covenants,  page  71,  Part  I  L  The  Teachers  should  visit  all  the  members  under 
their  charge,  at  least,  once  in  each  fortnight.  Each  Elder  having  charge  of  a 
district  shall  be  responsible  to  the  presiding  Officer  of  the  Branch  for  the  faith- 
ful distribution  of  all  Tracts  allotted  to  his  district ;  and  also  to  see  that  the 
Priests  and  Teachers  in  his  district  do  their  duty  in  visiting  the  members,  (if 
there  are  members  in  his  district ;)  also  that  the  members  honour  those  officers 
in  their  several  callings.     Let  the  members  in  each  family  show  their  respect 
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for  the  Priesthood  when  they  make  their  official  visits  by  laying  aside,  for  a  time, 
their  employment,  and  by  assembling  all  the  members  of  the  household  to 
answer  the  questions,  and  to  hear  the  instructions  of  their  Teachers,  or  Priests, 
as  the  case  may  be ;  then  let  the  Teachers,  kneel  down  and  pray  with  the 
family  that  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  may  be  present  with  them,  that  whether  in 
teaching  or  hearing  all  may  be  edified  and  instructed  ;  The  Priest  or  Teacher 
who  shall  do  thus,  at  the  same  time  bearing  a  faithful  testimony  to  his  precepts 
by  his  example,  shall  not  be  barren  or  unfruitful,  but  shall  abound  in  the  excel- 
lency of  the  knowledge  of  his  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ ;  he  shall  be  had 
in  honour  in  the  midst  of  the  Saints.  Let  the  Teachers  be  supplied  with  blank 
books,  wherein  they  shall  enter  the  names  and  residences  of  all  under  their 
charge,  devoting  one  or  more  pages  to  each  person  or  family  ;  let  them  make  a 
note  (on  the  page  containing  the  names  of  each  person  or  family)  of  each  visit, 
giving  an  account  of  the  state  of  the  person  or  family  at  that  time.  In  another 
part  of  the  book  they  can  enter  the  names  of  the  members  in  the  district  ; 
opposite  to  which  they  can  rule  off  eight  columns  for  the  general  fund  of  the 
branch,  and  eight  columns  for  the  emigration  fund.  The  Priests  also,  should 
each  be  furnished  with  a  blank  book  in  which  to  record  their  visits,  but  they 
will  not  collect  any  funds.  It  is  expected  that  the  Saints  will  pay  over  to 
the  Teachers  such  sums  as  they  feel  willing  to  donate  for  all  purposes,  at 
each  visit.  As  it  is  expected  that  the  Teachers  will  be  well  acquainted  with 
the  pecuniary  circumstances  of  each  member,  they  can  keep  the  following 
record,  viz. — If  the  person  visited  has  the  ability  to  aid  in  bearing  the  burthens 
of  the  branch,  and  does  not  do  it,  let  the  Teacher  insert  a  cypher  opposite 
his  or  her  name  each  visit.  If  they  have  the  will  to  do,  and  are  unable 
because  of  poverty,  leave  the  space  blank  ;  if  they  are  both  able  and  willing,  put 
down  the  sum  given.  In  this  way  it  will  be  known  who  wish  to  enjoy  all  the 
benefits  of  the  kingdom,  without  bearing  any  of  the  burthens  ;  for  when  you 
see  00000000  opposite  the  name  of  a  member,  you  may  be  sure  that  he 
or  she  is  indeed  a  cypher  in  the  church  of  God.  I  wish  the  Presidents  of 
Branches  to  keep  a  strict  account  of  all  monies  collected  in  their  respective 
branches,  and  to  report  to  the  branch  the  week  before  conference,  the  disposi- 
tion of  all  funds  received  during  the  quarter;  and  I  will  render  a  faithful 
account  of  the  disposition  of  all  conference  funds  ;  this  will  beget  confidence, 
confidence  will  beget  union,  and  in  union  there  is  power.  The  amount  neces- 
sary to  be  raised  this  quarter  for  conference  expenses  will  be  about  £25.  We 
have  to  pay  off  nearly  £8  of  a  debt ;  we  shall  have  to  purchase  two  or  three 
suits  of  clothes  for  the  Traveling  Elders ;  and  £25  will  be  as  little  as  can  be 
got  along  with.  This  will  be  about  7|d.  per  member.  1  do  not  mean  that 
every  member  is  to  be  taxed  7|d. ;  but  let  all  do  as  they  are  able  ;  only  I  wish 
to  know  whether  the  Presidents  will  pledge  themselves,  in  the  names  of  their 
branches,  to  pay  7|d.  Conference  Fund,  for  each  member  they  represent  at 
next  Conference  ;  if  so  let  them  manifest  it.  All  the  Presidents  that  were 
present  pledged  themselves  accordingly.  President  Kelsey  then  said,  I  will 
now  give  way  for  my  brethren,  praying  the  Lord  to  bless  you  and  all  the  faith- 
ful in  the  name  of  Jesus.  Amen. 

Elder  Lewis  Robins  then  arose  and  spoke  some  time  ;  giving  some  excellent 
instruction  to  the  Saints  relative  to  the  priviledges  they  now  enjoyed,  and  the 
blessings  and  priviledges  they  were  destined  to  enjoy  if  they  continued  faithful. 

Elder  Jacob  Gates  followed  with  some  very  instructive  remarks  relative  to 
the  principles  of  government,  and  exhorted  the  Saints  to  perfect  their  faith  by 
their  works. 
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President  Cordon  then  arose  and  said  ;  I  bear  testimony  to  the  truth  of  the 
remarks  of  my  brethren ;  and  perfectly  agree  with  the  plans  suggested  by 
brother  Kelsey  for  the  greater  spread  of  the  printed  word,  and  the  more  perfect 
organisation  of  the  councils  of  the  Branches ;  that  each  man  may  be  more  perfect- 
ly instructed  in  the  duties  of  his  office.  I  exhort  the  Saints  to  be  diligent,  and 
to  be  obedient  to  the  counsel  of  their  President,  for  in  doing  so  they  will  be 
greatly  blessed,  and  a  great  work  will  be  done  the  coming  quarter.  I  wish  all 
who  can  do  so,  to  follow  me  to  the  land  of  Zion  this  fall  and  the  coming  winter. 
I  want  to  see  the  faces  of  one  or  two  hundred  of  my  brethren  and  sisters  at  Council 
Bluffs  next  spring  ;  and  I  shall  have  that  pleasure  if  the  Saints  will  put  their 
faith  and  works  together  to  accomplish  their  deliverence  from  Babylon.  I  will 
now  bid  you  farewell ;  May  the  God  whom  we  serve,  abundantly  bless  you,  is 
the  prayer  of  your  brother  in  the  name  of  Jesus,  Amen. 

President  Kelsey  arosp  and  said  ;  I  wish  the  Deacons  to  lift  the  collection  for 
Elder  Cordon,  while  I  make  a  few  remarks.  Elder  Le  Baron  has  been  labouring 
in  this  Conference  for  some  time  ;  but  has  not  been  able  to  travel  much  in  conse- 
quence of  the  poor  state  of  his  health.  Brother  Le  Baron  is  a  good  man,  he  has 
been  in  the  church  almost  from  its  rise,  and  has  sacrificed  a  great  deal  for  the 
truth's  sake.  He  has  preached  this  gospel  a  great  deal,  and  is  worthy  the  esteem 
of  the  Saints.  I  hope  that  his  health  will  continue  to  improve,  and  that  we  shall 
soon  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  him  restored  to  good  health,  that  he  may  obtain 
the  desire  of  his  heart  in  being  enabled  to  go  forth  and  again  lift  his  voice  in  the 
proclamation  of  the  gospel.  I  hope  the  Saints  will  sustain  brother  Le  Baron  by 
their  faith  and  prayers.  1  propose  that  the  proceedings  of  this  day  be  printed 
for  circulation  among  the  Saints,  that  the  Presidents  and  Councils  of  the  various 
branches  may  not  forget  the  counsel  they  have  received  ;  and  that  the  members 
may  know  what  has  been  done  that  they  may  unite  with  their  brethren  in  carry- 
ing out  the  measures  adopted  this  day  for  the  spread  of  the  work,  and  for  the 
government  of  the  Saints  in  this  Conference.  If  you  are  willing  for  this,  make 
it  manifest  by  a  show  of  hands.     The  vote  was  unanimous. 

The  Conference  then  adjourned  to  meet  again  in  the  same  place  sometime  in 
December  next. 


APPOINTMENTS  FOR  THE  TRAVELING  ELDERS. 

Elder  William  Jeffs  will  labour  in  the  regions  around  Welford  and  Alcester, 
and  will  also  take  the  presiding  charge  of  the  Alcester  and  Welford  branches. 

Elder  John  Jaques  will  labour  in  Tysoe  and  the  regions  around. 

Elder  George  Edwards  will  labour  in  the  vicinity  of  Eydon,  and  will  take 
charge  of  the  branch  in  that  place. 

Elder  Alonzo  Le  Baron  will  take  charge  of  the  Benson  branch,  and  labour 
in  the  regions  around. 

ALFRED   CORDON,  President. 


JOHN  TOONE,        )  „ 

JOHN   FREEMAN,/  Secretaries. 


P.  S.  This  Report  will  be  sold  at  2d.  for  each  coppy,  which  is  only  sufficient  to  cover  the  expense  of 
printiug.  It  is  expected  that  every  Elder,  Priest,  Teacher,  and  Deacon  will  supply  themselves  with  a 
copy,  and  that  the  members  will  take  the  remainder  of  the  number  sent  to  each  branch.  It  is  also  ex- 
pected that  the  Presidents  and  Councils  of  the  various  branches  will  go  to  work  immediately,  to  carry  out 
all  the  measures  advised  ;  and  not  wait  for  a  vi3it  from  the  President  of  the  Conference  before  they  do 
any  thing. 


J.    W.    BRIERLY,    PKINTER,    REGENT    STREET,    LEAMINGTON. 


